Rico Kongsager

Senior Researcher

Global Development and Green Transitions
Email: rikn@diis.dk

Phone: +45 9132 5427

Research areas

Rico Kongsager is a geographer whose work focuses on climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction, and resilience
in small, remote, and vulnerable communities. He holds a PhD in Human Geography, and his doctoral research examined
how climate change adaptation and mitigation can be linked in agriculture and forestry, based on empirical work in the
tropics. His work combines qualitative social science approaches with interdisciplinary perspectives on hazards,
infrastructure, place attachment, and non-economic losses and damages.

He has led and coordinated several large international research projects, including the NordForsk-funded LostToClimate
project on unavoidable non-economic climate losses in Arctic communities, and CliCNord, which examined climate
resilience in small Nordic communities. Alongside his research, he has extensive experience in higher education teaching,
project leadership, policy advice, and public engagement, and regularly contributes to policy briefs, popular science
outlets, and expert panels on climate change, disaster risk management, and community resilience.

Projects

2025-2029: Principal Investigator, project coordinator, principal applicant, and case leader (Alaska, USA) in the
NordForsk-funded research project titled LostToClimate: Addressing Unavoidable Non-Economic Losses to Climate-
Induced Events for Communities in the Arctic (budget: NOK 55,6 mio.).

There are 19 researchers in the project, and the affiliated institutions/organisations are: University of Bergen, University of
Alberta, University Centre of the Westfjords, University of Turku, The University of the Faroe Islands, SDU Climate
Cluster, University of Colorado Boulder, Penn State University, Lulea University of Technology, Thcho Government,
Oceans North Kalaallit Nunaat, and Tambo Film.

The LostToClimate research project aims to answer four key research questions. First, what types of non-economic losses
and damages can be expected in the Arctic? Second, what non-economic losses and damages versus adaptation trade-
offs are communities willing to make? Third, how can we deliver the evidence required to articulate just responses to non-
economic losses and damages? Fourth, what types of responses to non-economic losses and damages do Arctic
communities prefer? We will conduct research in Canada, the Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway,
Sweden, and the United States of America.

2021-2024: Principal Investigator, project coordinator, principal applicant, and case leader (the Faroe Islands) in the
NordForsk-funded project titled CliCNord: Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
(budget: NOK 10,9 mio.).

There were 17 researchers in the project, coming from six Nordic universities (Lund University, Norwegian University of
Science and Technology, Research Institutes of Sweden, University Centre of the Westfjords, The Arctic University of
Norway, and University College Copenhagen).

The CIliCNord research project examined how small rural communities in selected areas of the Nordic countries perceive
their own situation, how they respond to adverse events and build capacity, and under what circumstances they require
assistance from established systems and civil society organisations. The project investigated vulnerable communities in
the Nordic countries in regard to climate change resilience. The main idea was to enable small communities and
authorities to work together on tasks concerning prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery — all phases
necessary to secure communities against hazardous events. CliCNord included several very different hazards affecting
local communities across the Nordic countries. The hazards regarded as direct consequences of climate change include
coastal flooding due to storm surges, heavy rainfall, wildfires, temperature extremes, landslides, snow avalanches, flash
floods, and storms. There was a total of eight cases in five countries (Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Iceland, and the Faroe
Islands). The methodologies were predominantly qualitative, drawing inspiration from social science.

2021-2023: Project Leader and co-applicant: NOS-HS exploratory workshop grant: Climate Change of Critical
Infrastructure in Remote Areas in the Nordic countries (3CIRAN) (budget: EUR 42.708). The primary objective of this
workshop series was to establish a new research group to examine the increased vulnerability due to Climate Change of
Critical Infrastructure in Remote Areas in the Nordic countries. Three workshops were arranged and held (in Sweden,
Denmark, and Finland). The workshops involved mainly scholars in the co-creation of research ideas. All workshops
featured 2-4 international keynote speakers and included scientific presentations from the participants, with early-career
researchers playing a strong and active role in the workshops. The kick-off workshop took place in Are/Ostersund,
Sweden, in May 2022, and involved local practitioners and visiting infrastructure experts who are prone to natural hazards.
The second workshop was in Copenhagen, Denmark, in October 2022 and included visits to climate adaptation
infrastructure at several locations. The third and final workshop was held in Helsinki, Finland, in June 2023.

2020-2026: Project Leader and principal applicant: EU Erasmus+ Mobility Grant (Belize, Central America). Climate
Change Adaptation, Risk Management, and Innovation (CARMIne) (budget: EUR 100.638)



Qualifications

Geography, PhD, UNEP Copenhagen Climate Centre
2012 - 2015

Geography & Geoinformatics , Master of Science (MSc), Department of Geosciences and Natural Resource
Management, University of Copenhagen
2009 - 2011

Geography & Geoinformatics , Bachelor of Science (BA), Department of Geosciences and Natural Resource
Management, University of Copenhagen
2006 - 2009

Teacher, Geography and Physical Education, Ribe Statsseminarium
1997 - 2001

Employment

Senior Researcher

Global Development and Green Transitions
Danish Institute for International Studies

1 Jul 2026 - 31 Mar 2029

Editorial Advisory Board
Regional Environmental Change
United Kingdom

1 Jan 2021 - present

Steering Committee Member

Copenhagen Center for Disaster Research
Denmark

1 Jan 2019 - present

Associate Professor

University College Copenhagen, Emergency and Risk Management
Copenhagen, Denmark

1 Jan 2018 - 1 Jan 2026

External Lecturer (Geography)
Roskilde Universitet

Roskilde, Denmark

1Jan 2017 - 1 Jan 2018

Board member

Danish Geographers’ Federation
Denmark

1 Jan 2016 - 1 Jan 2020

External Lecturer (Geography)
Professionshgjskolen Absalon
Denmark

1 Jan 2016 - 1 Jan 2017

Lecturer/Coordinator

National University of Ireland, Galway
Ireland

1Jan 2015 - 1 Jan 2016

PhD Fellow



UNEP Copenhagen Climate Centre
Denmark
1Jan 2012 » 1 Jan 2015

Research Assistant

Department of Geosciences and Natural Resource Management, University of Copenhagen
Copenhagen, Denmark

1Jan 2011 - 1 Jan 2012

Research outputs

Articulations and enactments of climate adaptation citizenship: How citizens in small remote communities in the Nordics
engage with climate change-related hazards
Heidenreich, S., Baron, N., Eriksson, K., Kongsager, R. & Nedergaard, M., 25 Mar 2026, In: Environmental Politics.

Klimatilpasning lykkes kun, nar den giver mening i menneskers liv
Kongsager, R., 12 Mar 2026, In: Altinget.

Storm Frequency and Intensity in the Faroe Islands Between 1940 and 2024: a Method for Establishing a Storm Record
Based on the ERA5 Reanalysis Data

Kongsager, R., Krieger, D., Niclasen, B. A., Feser, F., Nyholm, A. & Mernild, S., 15 Dec 2025, In: International Journal of
Climatology. 45, 15

Negotiating place futures: senses of place and climate adaptation planning in remote nordic communities
Quinn, T., Kongsager, R., Kokorsch, M., Eriksson, K., Baron, N., Heidenreich, S., de Korte, L. & Nedergaard, M., Dec
2025, In: Regional Environmental Change. 25, 4

Climate change adaptation as a part of everyday life: a practice theoretical approach to prevention and preparedness in
remote communities

Baron, N., Heidenreich, S., Gisladéttir, J., Kongsager, R., Naess, R. & Andersen, N. B., 4 Sept 2025, In: Journal of Risk
Research. 28, 7, p. 731-746 16 p.

Place Attachment and Climate-Related Hazards in Small Remote Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R., Baron, N., Harnesk, D., Kokorsch, M., Heidenreich, S., Eriksson, K., Bakke Lie, L., Nedergaard, M.,
Vermina Plathner, F., Sjostréom, J., Naess, R., de Korte, L., Gisladéttir, J. & Quinn, T., Sept 2025, In: Regional
Environmental Change. 25, 3

The presence, maintenance, and adaptation of Indigenous and local knowledge about climate-related hazards in Nordic
contexts

Harnesk, D., Baron, N., Kongsager, R. & Heidenreich, S., Mar 2025, In: Regional Environmental Change. 25, 1, p. 1-13
13 p.

Years matter: the role of memory and place attachment in remote Nordic areas facing natural hazards
Kokorsch, M., Kongsager, R., Bakke Lie, L., Baron, N. & Eriksson, K., Mar 2025, In: Regional Environmental Change. 25,
1

Key Elements and Activities of Disaster Recovery
Kongsager, R., 2025, Handbook of Disaster Response and Recovery. Juran, L. & Paul, B. K. (eds.). 1 ed. Routledge, 14

p.

Klimaforandringerne kraever ny made at organisere lokale beredskaber: Styrkelse af beredskabet i yderomrader
Baron, N., Andersen, N. B., Taarup, J., Kongsager, R. & Vestergaard, A. B., 23 Oct 2024, Kagbenhavns
Professionshgijskole, 4 p. (INDSATS).



Climate change resilience in small communities: policy recommendation from Nordic research project
Baron, N. (Editor), Andersen, N. B. (Editor) & Kongsager, R. (Editor), Oct 2024, NordForsk.

“We live here because of nature”: transformation towards better flood resilience on small Danish islands
Baron, N. & Kongsager, R., 2 Sept 2024, In: Regional Environmental Change. 24, 3

How does science and technology studies contribute to climate mitigation research? Advanced review of infrastructure as
a concept and method

Silvast, A., Virtanen, M., Valkenburg, G. & Kongsager, R., 1 Jul 2024, In: Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change.
15,4

The tunnels are a prerequisite for living here: Lessons from the Faroe Islands on how push-pull factors affect populations
in small remote communities
Kongsager, R., 14 Mar 2024, In: Frédskaparrit : Annales Societatis Scientiarum Faeroensis. 70, p. 36-59 24 p.

Place attachment, storms, and climate change in the Faroe Islands
Kongsager, R. & Baron, N., 13 Mar 2024, In: Regional Environmental Change. 24

Emergency management in small remote communities — an urgent issue in the Nordic countries
Baron, N., Andersen, N. B., Taarup, J. & Kongsager, R., 22 Aug 2023, Oslo: NordForsk, 5 p.

Jordskeelv i Tyrkiet: Kan det nogensinde blive sikkert at bo et sted, hvor Jorden ofte 'ryster sig'?
Kongsager, R., 10 Feb 2023

Faroe Islands and climate change adaptation - securing remote communities against future storms
Vestergaard, A. B. & Kongsager, R., 2023, CliCNord.

Tillagingar til vedurlagsbroytingar i Fgroyum - at tryggja fjarstedd samfelag moti framtidar illvedri
Vestergaard, A. B. & Kongsager, R., 2023, CliCNord.

Din risikoopfattelse er pavirket af tilknytning til steder
Kongsager, R., 13 Jun 2021, Videnskab.dk.

Udvikling af en ny og innovativ eksamination af innovationsundervisning pa professionsskoler: en case fra Katastrofe- og
Risikomanageruddannelsen pa Kgbenhavns Professionshgjskole

Kongsager, R., Baron, N., Bojsen, A. K. M. & Nedergaard, M., 27 May 2021, Kgbenhavn: Kgbenhavns
Professionshgjskole.

Data collection in the field: lessons from two case studies conducted in Belize
Kongsager, R., 5 Apr 2021, In: The Qualitative Report. 26, 4, p. 1218-1232 15 p.

Derfor er coronakrisen en keempe mulighed for klimaet
Kongsager, R., 11 Jan 2021

Critical infrastructure vulnerability: a research note on adaptation to climate change in the Nordic countries
Silvast, A., Kongsager, R., Lehtonen, T.-K., Lundgren, M. & Virtanen, M., 2021, In: Geografisk tidsskrift / Danish journal of
geography. 121, 1, p. 79-90 12 p.

Den gode genopbygningsproces: anbefalinger til genopbygning af boligomrader efter oversvemmelser
Baron, N., Andersen, N. B., Kongsager, R. & Nielsen, L. R., 2 Jun 2020, Lemvig: Kystdirektoratet. 16 p.

Genoprettelsesperioden efter stormen Bodils gdelaeggelser i Jyllinge Nordmark i 2013/2014: baggrundsrapport
Baron, N., Kongsager, R., Nielsen, L. R. & Andersen, N. B., 2 Jun 2020, Lemvig: Kystdirektoratet. 48 p.



Hvorfor er vores frygt for klimagendringer sa forskellig?
Kongsager, R., 28 May 2020

Innovativt tjek af evnen til innovation
Kongsager, R., Baron, N. & Bojsen, A. K. M., 15 May 2020, In: Magisterbladet. 2020, 4

Linking of climate change adaptation and mitigation
Kongsager, R. (Performer) & Parsons, D. (Producer), 30 Mar 2020

Kronik: Fik vi egentlig vores farste klimavalg i 2019?
Kongsager, R., 7 Oct 2019, In: Altinget.

Klimagendringernes utilsigtede konsekvenser reekker ud over naturen
Kongsager, R., 8 Jul 2019, In: Dagbladet Information. 2019, p. 16-17 2 p.

Linking Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation: A Review with Evidence from the Land-Use Sectors
Kongsager, R., 1 Dec 2018, In: Land. 7, 4

Dikes - who shall pay to protect us: a case study from Denmark
Kongsager, R., 23 Oct 2018.

Barriers to the Adoption of Alley Cropping as a Climate-Smart Agriculture Practice: Lessons from Maize Cultivation among
the Maya in Southern Belize
Kongsager, R., 21 Jul 2017, In: Forests. 8, 7

Addressing Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Together: A Global Assessment of Agriculture and Forestry
Projects
Kongsager, R., Locatelli, B. & Chazarin, F., 1 Feb 2016, In: Environmental Management. 57, 2, p. 271-282 12 p.

Linking mitigation and adaptation in carbon forestry projects: Evidence from Belize
Kongsager, R. & Corbera, E., 1 Dec 2015, In: World Development. 76, pp 132-146, p. 132-146 15 p.

Linking Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation in Agriculture and Forestry
Kongsager, R., Jun 2015

The carbon sequestration potential of tree crop plantations
Kongsager, R., Napier, J. & Mertz, O., Dec 2013, In: Mitigation and Adaptation Strategies for Global Change. 18, 8, p.
1197-1213 17 p.

Contemporary land-use transitions: The global oil palm expansion. GLP Report No. 4. GLP-IPO
Kongsager, R., 2012, Contemporary land-use transitions: The global oil palm expansion. GLP Report No. 4. GLP-IPO.

Activities
Eroding Lives and Landscapes: Non-Economic Loss and Damage from Climate-Induced Erosion in Alaska

Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
25 Jun 2026

Non-Economic Losses to Climate-Induced Events for Communities in the Arctic
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
25 Jun 2026



FIRE, WATER, EARTH, AIR: Climate Change in the Nordic Region Through Film
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
24 Jun 2026

Resilience from the Edges: Climate Adaptation in Small Nordic Communities
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
2 Jun 2026

Addressing Non-Economic Losses to Climate-Induced Events in the Arctic - the LostToClimate Research Project
Kongsager, R. (Speaker), Puig, D. (Speaker), Kokorsch, M. (Speaker), Avango, D. (Speaker), Nonklett, T. (Speaker) &
Caughey, A. (Speaker)

26 May 2026

Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries (CliCNord) and Addressing Unavoidable Non-
Economic Losses to Climate-Induced Events for Communities in the Arctic (LostToClimate)

Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)

4 Dec 2025

The Stormy Tale of the Faroe Islands: Establishing a Storm-Record on Observations and Reanalysis Data to Understand
the Implications of a Changing Climate

Kongsager, R. (Speaker)

26 Nov 2025

Storm Frequency and Intensity in the Faroe Islands Between 1940 and 2024: A Method for Establishing a Storm Record
Based on the ERA5 Reanalysis Data

Kongsager, R. (Speaker)

23 Oct 2025

Addressing Unavoidable Non-Economic Losses to Climate-Induced Events for Communities in the Arctic (LostToClimate)
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
15 Oct 2025

Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
25 Jun 2025 - 27 Jun 2025

Scientific Pathways to a Green and Inclusive Nordic Region
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
18 Jun 2025

The presence, maintenance, and adaptation of Indigenous and local knowledge about climate-related hazards in Nordic
contexts

Kongsager, R. (Speaker)

13 May 2025 - 15 May 2025

Storm frequency and intensity in the Faroe Islands between 1940 and 2023: a method for establishing a storm record
based on the ERA-5- Reanalysis data

Kongsager, R. (Speaker)

28 Oct 2024

Staying put in the face of inevitable hazards?
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
23 Aug 2024



COPE seminar: Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries (CliCNord) - The Main Findings
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
6 Jun 2024

Adaptation and sense of place trajectories in small, remote communities
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
16 May 2024

Place attachment, storms, and climate change in the Faroe Islands
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
15 May 2024

Webinar about Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
28 Feb 2024

Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
27 Feb 2024

Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
8 Dec 2023

Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
16 Nov 2023

Indigenous and local knowledge on adaptive responses to climate hazards in remote areas: — a comparative case study in
Nordic contexts

Kongsager, R. (Speaker)

31 Oct 2023 - 2 Nov 2023

Climate Change of Critical Infrastructure in Remote Areas in the Nordic countries - NOS-HS workshops (Helsinki)
Kongsager, R. (Co-organizer), Silvast, A. (Co-organizer), Lehtonen, T.-K. (Co-organizer), Virtanen, M. (Co-organizer) &
Lundgren, M. (Co-organizer)

19 Jun 2023 - 22 Jun 2023

Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
1 Nov 2022 - 3 Nov 2022

Northern European Emergency and Disaster Studies Conference (NEEDS 2022)
Kongsager, R. (Co-organizer)
1 Nov 2022 - 3 Nov 2022

Climate Change of Critical Infrastructure in Remote Areas in the Nordic countries - NOS-HS workshops (Copenhagen)
Kongsager, R. (Co-organizer), Silvast, A. (Co-organizer), Lehtonen, T.-K. (Co-organizer), Virtanen, M. (Co-organizer) &
Lundgren, M. (Co-organizer)

26 Oct 2022 - 28 Oct 2022

Climate Change of Critical Infrastructure in Remote Areas in the Nordic countries - NOS-HS workshops (Are)
Kongsager, R. (Co-organizer), Silvast, A. (Co-organizer), Lehtonen, T.-K. (Co-organizer), Virtanen, M. (Co-organizer) &
Lundgren, M. (Co-organizer)



18 May 2022 - 20 May 2022

Development of a Business Game: Promotion of rural finance for sustainable MSE development in the Southern
Caucasus and Ukraine

Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)

16 May 2022 - 18 May 2022

Data Collection in the Field: Lessons from Two Case Studies Conducted in Belize
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
20 Jan 2022

COPE Socials: Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
8 Dec 2021

Climate change, resilience and new pandemics in the Arctic
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
2 Nov 2021

Development of a Business Game: Promotion of rural finance for sustainable MSE development in the Southern
Caucasus and Ukraine

Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)

4 Oct 2021 - 7 Oct 2021

Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
21 Sept 2021 - 23 Sept 2021

Linking climate change adaptation and mitigation - Evidence from the Land-Use Sectors
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
9 Jan 2020

Speed bump or accelerator: how will climate change effect anthropogenic hazards?
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
10 Jun 2019 - 12 Jun 2019

Is it a private responsibility to deal with the consequences of climate change when you are living in a welfare state? Dikes:
who shall pay to protect us: a study from Denmark

Kongsager, R. (Speaker)

23 Oct 2018 - 25 Oct 2018

The complexity of linking climate change adaptation and mitigation in smallholder farming systems
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
10 May 2016 - 13 May 2016

Barriers to Linking Mitigation and Adaptation in Smallholder Farming Systems: Lessons from Maize Cultivation among the
Maya in Southern Belize
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
11 Oct 2015 - Dec 2015

Addressing climate change mitigation and adaptation together: A global assessment of agriculture and forestry projects
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
1 Jul 2014 - 4 Jul 2014



Linking adaptation and mitigation in land-use projects: evidence from Belize
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
4 May 2014 - 8 May 2014

Addressing climate change mitigation and adaptation together: A global assessment of agriculture and forestry projects
Kongsager, R. (Speaker)
19 Mar 2014 - 21 Mar 2014

Cacao Plantation Workshop: Maya Mountain Cacao
Kongsager, R. (Invited Speaker)
6 Dec 2013

The Carbon Sequestration Potential of Tree Crop Plantations
Kongsager, R. (Keynote Speaker)
24 Jun 2013 - 26 Jun 2013

Projects

Addressing Unavoidable Non-Economic Losses to Climate-Induced Events for Communities in the Arctic
Kongsager, R. (Pl) & Schirrer, A. (Col)
31/03/2025 - 30/03/2029

Climate Change of Critical Infrastructure in Remote Areas in the Nordic countries
Kongsager, R. (Pl)
01/08/2022 - 31/12/2023

Climate Change Resilience in Small Communities in the Nordic Countries
Kongsager, R. (PIl)
01/01/2021 - 30/06/2024

EU Erasmus+ Mobility Grant (Belize, Central America). Climate Change Adaptation, Risk Management, and Innovation
(CARMIne)

Kongsager, R. (PI)

01/01/2020 - 31/07/2026



