
 
Curriculum  
My ethnographic research examines the impacts of EU externalization in West Africa, particularly how restrictive border
policies affect the daily lives, aspirations, and decision-making processes of migrants and their families. My work also
highlights how civil society in Senegal resists EU externalization efforts in diverse ways. Additionally, I investigate the
connections between climate change and child and youth (im)mobility in Ethiopia. My fieldwork spans Senegal, Ethiopia,
and Argentina.
 
Projects  
Border Work. An Ethnographic Study of Migrants, Brokers, and European Border Governance in West Africa
Lucht, H. (PI), Cold-Ravnkilde, S. M. (CoI) & Vammen, I. M. S. (CoI)
01/01/2018 → 31/12/2021

  
Effects of Externalisation
Talleraas, C. (PI), Vammen, I. M. S. (CoI) & Lucht, H. (CoI)
01/11/2020 → 01/12/2024

  
New Geographies of Hope and Despair: The social effects of migration management for West African migrants
Kleist, N. (PI), Vammen, I. M. S. (CoI), Thorsen, D. (CoI) & Bob-Millar, G. (CoI)
01/01/2012 → 31/12/2015

  
Ph.D. project: Emerging Transatlantic Migration – West African migrants in Argentina 
Vammen, I. M. S. (PI)
01/01/2015 → 31/10/2015

 
 
Academic Publications  
Deterrence or empowerment? Awareness and information campaigns as a migration governance tool to stop irregular
migration
Vammen, I. M. S., 31 Mar 2023, Handbook on irregular migration. van Liempt, I., Schapendonk, J. & Campos Delgado, A.
(eds.). Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing, p. 118-129 (Elgar Handbooks in Migration).

  
Can European foreign aid motivate people to stay in Africa? The root causes policy debate and irregular migration
Engberg-Pedersen, L., Vammen, I. M. S. & Lucht, H., 20 Nov 2023, In: Development Policy Review. 17 p.

  
The long shadow of the border: Migrants, brokers and European border governance in Africa
Vammen, I. M. S. (Editor), Cold-Ravnkilde, S. M. (Editor) & Lucht, H. (Editor), 19 Jun 2023, Copenhagen: Routledge. 194
p. (Routledge: Special Issues as Books).

  
Affective borderwork: Governance of unwanted migration to Europe through emotions
Vammen, I. M. S. & Syppli Kohl, K., 2022, In: Journal of Borderland Studies. 20 p.

  
Themed week on border externalisation in Africa
Vammen, I. M. S., Cold-Ravnkilde, S. M. & Lucht, H., 17 May 2022, Oxford : University of Oxford Border Criminologies
blog .
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Development aid is unlikely to reduce migration from Africa: Migration, aid and economic progress 
Lucht, H., Engberg-Pedersen, L. & Vammen, I. M. S., 18 Nov 2021, Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies
, 4 p. (DIIS Policy Brief; No. November, Vol. 2021).

  
Channeled into a transnational street vending hub: Senegalese street hawkers in Buenos Aires
Vammen, I. M. S., 1 Jun 2023, In: Migration and Society. 6, 1, p. 30-42

  
Can migrants do the (border)work? Conflicting dynamics and effects of “peer-to-peer” intermediation in North and West
Africa.
Maâ, A., Van Dressel, J. & Vammen, I. M. S., 7 Aug 2022, In: Journal of Borderland Studies. 19 p.

  
Introduction to the Special Issue: Borderwork in the Expanded EU-African Borderlands
Vammen, I. M. S., Cold-Ravnkilde, S. M. & Lucht, H., 12 Dec 2021, In: Geopolitics. 27, 5, p. 1317-1330

  
‘When Migrants Become Messengers’: Affective Borderwork and Aspiration Management in Senegal
Vammen, I. M. S., 14 Apr 2021, In: Geopolitics.

  
Migration and foreign aid: drivers, desires and development
Vammen, I. M. S., Engberg-Pedersen, L. & Lucht, H., 16 Nov 2021, Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies
, 32 p. (DIIS Working Paper; No. 14, Vol. 2021).

  
Does information save migrants' lives? Knowledge and needs of West African migrants en route to Europe 
Vammen, I. M. S., Plambech, S., Chemlali, A. & Sørensen, N. N., 23 Feb 2021, Copenhagen: Danish Institute for
International Studies (DIIS). 68 p. (DIIS Report; No. 2021, Vol. 01).

  
Setting Lives in Motion: Brokers of mobility in Senegalese migration to Argentina
Vammen, I. M. S., 10 May 2020.

  
Entangled hypervisibility: Senegalese migrants everyday struggles for a place in the city
Vammen, I. M. S., 9 Oct 2020, Invisibility in African Displacements. Turner, S. & Bjarnesen, J. (eds.). Zed Books, p. 1-20 

  
Bordering blackness: Senegalese street hawkers in Buenos Aires and everyday entanglements of hypervisibility and
invisibilities 
Vammen, I. M. S., 25 Apr 2019.

  
New contested borderlands: Senegalese migrants en route to Argentina
Vammen, I. M. S., 22 Mar 2019, In: Comparative Migration Studies. 7, 8

  
Refugees in Turkey struggle as border walls grow higher: The EU-Turkey deal on migration
Vammen, I. M. & Lucht, H., 18 Dec 2017, Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies, 4 p. (DIIS Policy Brief;
No. December, Vol. 2017).

  
The Madness of Migration: An Ethnographic Account of Senegalese Migrants’ Mobility and Lives in Buenos Aires
Vammen, I. M., 1 Feb 2018, 308 p.

  
Sticking to God: Brokers of Hope in Senegalese Migration to Argentina
Vammen, I. M., 6 Dec 2016, Hope and Uncertainty in Contemporary African Migration. Kleist, N. & Thorsen, D. (eds.).
London & New York: Routledge, p. 40-58 18 p.

  
A quien le importa? Las familias transnacionales en los debates sobre la migración y el desarrollo
Sørensen, N. N. & Vammen, I. M., Jul 2016, In: Investigaciones Feministas. 7, 1, p. 191-220 29 p., 9.

 



Who cares? transnational families in debates on migration and development
Nyberg Sørensen, N. & Vammen, I. M., 2014, In: New Diversities. 16, 2, p. 89-108

  
Diaspora groups and development in fragile situations: lessons learnt
Kleist, N. & Vammen, I. M., 2012, Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies. 83 p. (DIIS Report; No. 09, Vol.
2012).

  
Donor-country responses to the migration-development buzz: from ambiguous concepts to ambitious policies?
Vammen, I. M. & Mossin, B., 2012, In: International Migration. 50, 3, p. 26-42

  
African diaspora associations in Denmark: a study of their development activities and potentials
Vammen, I. M. & Trans, L. O., 2011, Diaspora for development in Africa. World Bank, p. 145-164 

 
 
Other Publications  
Migration and foreign aid: drivers, desires and development
Vammen, I. M. S., Engberg-Pedersen, L. & Lucht, H., 16 Nov 2021, Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies
, 32 p. (DIIS Working Paper; No. 14, Vol. 2021).

  
Migranter genåbner rute til de Kanariske Øer
Vammen, I. M. S. & Hernández-Carretero, M., 28 Nov 2020, Globalnyt.

  
Europa spiller på følelserne i kampen mod irregulær migration: Kan migranter og flygtninge skræmmes eller udskammes
til at blive væk eller tage hjem?
Syppli Kohl, K. & Vammen, I. M. S., 15 Nov 2021, In: Jyllands-Posten.

  
Mellem bistand og selvhjælp: Nye perspektiver på diasporagruppers engagement i dansk udviklingsbistand
Sørensen, N. N., Vammen, I. M. S. & Kleist, N., 11 Oct 2018, Danish Institute for International Studies. 65 p. (DIIS Report;
No. 05, Vol. 2018).

  
Trying to stay afloat without drowning: migrants reopen route to the Spanish Canary Islands: As COVID-19 measures
close borders within Africa, migrants find new ways to stay mobile
Vammen, I. M. S. & Hernández-Carretero, M., 7 Dec 2020, openDemocracy.

  
Refugees in Turkey struggle as border walls grow higher: The EU-Turkey deal on migration
Vammen, I. M. & Lucht, H., 18 Dec 2017, Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies, 4 p. (DIIS Policy Brief;
No. December, Vol. 2017).

  
Afrikansk migration: webbaseret undervisningspakke til ungdomsuddannelserne og VUC
Kleist, N., Vammen, I. M. & Thorsen, D., 2015

  
Afrikansk migration til Europa - håbet om et bedre liv? Lærervejledning til et forskningsbaseret undervisningsmateriale til
ungdomsuddannelserne
Kleist, N., Vammen, I. M. & Thorsen, D., 2015, Danish Institute for International Studies. 36 p. (DIIS Book).

  
Lampedusa: så skete tragedien igen
Vammen, I. M. & Plambech, S., 9 Oct 2013, In: Politiken.

 
 
Education 
2012- PhD Candidate, Department of Anthropology, Copenhagen University and Danish Institute for

International Studies
2010 University of Copenhagen. MA in Sociology of Religion, with supplementary courses in Migration

Studies at the Department of Sociology



 
Employment 

 
Volunteer work 

2007 University of Copenhagen. BA in Comparative Religion, with supplementary courses in anthropological
theory and methodology

July 2011-
December 2011

Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS). Research assistant at the Migration Unit for Ninna
Nyberg Sørensen

June 2010 - June
2011

Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS). Research assistant at the Migration Unit for Birgitte
Mossin Brønden.Worked on a project on the policy development in various European countries in the
field of migration and development.

August 2008-
October 2009

Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS). Student assistant at the Migration Unit. Assisted with
the different research projects within the unit, organized conferences, and other administrative tasks.

February 2008 -
July 2008

Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS). Internship at the Migration Unit Worked on a research
project for the World Bank aimed at mapping the African migrant associations in Denmark and their
engagement in development of their country of origin.

June 2007 -
October 2008

University of Copenhagen. Student counselor at the Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional
Studies

2007 University of Copenhagen. Research assistant for professor, dr. phil. Margit Warburg

2011 - 2012 Volunteer in Refugees Welcome, a legal humanitarian association that helps refugees, stuck in the
Danish asylum system.

2008-2010 Board member of Religionshistorisk Forening, an association that arranges relevant seminars and
conferences on contemporary and historical topics concerning religion.

2005 - 2007 Student member of the study board at Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies, University
of Copenhagen


